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Protecting  air  is  a  big 
challenge,  and  Ontario 
is  making  progress  and 
is  on  the  right  track. 

Improving  air  quality 
is  a  top  priority  for  the 
government.  We  all  have 
the  right  to  breathe  air 
that  is  healthy,  safe 
and  clean. 


Ontario 


Everyone  has  a  right  to  healthy,  clean 
air.  The  Ontario  government  is  working 
ard  that  right  for  present  and 
derations.  But  everyone  ha: 
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The  Ministry  of  the  Environment  sets  standards 
and  monitors  air  quality  across  the  province.  We 
approve  and  oversee  pollution  abatement  efforts. 
We  enforce  Ontario's  environmental  laws.  We 
also  work  with  communities,  industry,  environ- 
mental organizations  and  other  public  interest 
groups  to  discuss  programs  and  projects  on  how  to 
improve  air  quality 

Ontario's  air  quality  has  improved  significantly, 
but  we  must  do  better. 

Based  on  the  most  recent  data,  air  quality  in 
Ontario  improved  between  1987  and  1996  as 
concentrations  of  carbon  monoxide,  nitrogen 
dioxide  and  total  reduced  sulphur  declined. 
During  this  same  period,  emissions  of  carbon 
monoxide,  oxides  of  nitrogen,  sulphur  dioxide 
and  volatile  organic  compounds  also  dropped. 
In  1996,  Ontario's  air  quality  index  reported 
good  to  very  good  air  quality  readings  95.3 
per  cent  of  the  time. 

In  a  recent  survey  of  36  major  cities  around  the 
world,  Toronto's  air  was  among  the  10  best  for 
sulphur  dioxide,  carbon  monoxide  and  inhalable 
particulates.  Toronto's  air  was  in  the  top  half  for 
ozone  and  nitrogen  oxide. 

Improving  air  quality  is  a  top  priority 

Smog  poses  an  increasingly  serious  threat  to  our 
health  and  the  environment.  Ground-level  ozone 
and  inhalable  particulates  —  the  major  compo- 
nents of  smog  —  are  the  pollutants  that  most 
often  reach  unacceptable  levels.  U.S.  sources  are 
responsible  for  about  half  of  the  pollutants  that 
form  ground-level  ozone  and  smog  in  Ontario. 
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Here  arc  a  /ov  things  to  keep  in  mind  when 
considering  the  effects  of  poor  air  quality: 

•  It  is  estimated  that  20  per  cent  of  cars  on 
the  road  contribute  nearly  80  per  cent  of  the 
pollution  from  cars. 

•  On  average,  one  car  emits  four  tonnes 
(roughly  twice  its  weight)  of  pollutants 
every  year. 

•  Some  2 1  per  cent  of  the  greenhouse 

gas  emissions  potentially  affecting  the  global 
climate  come  from  passenger  vehicles. 

•  Ontario  has  six  million  vehicles,  almost 
half  of  all  cars  in  Canada.  The  Greater 
Toronto  Area  is  home  to  three  million  vehicles. 

•  11  all  drivers  kept  their  cars  properly 
tuned,  it  would  reduce  emissions  of  nitrogen 
oxides  12  per  cent  and  volatile  organic 
compounds  by  30  per  cent.  One  badly-tuned 
car  contributes  as  much  pollution  as 

20  well-tuned  cars. 
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Meeting 


The  major  domestic  sources  of  smog-causing  pollu- 
tants are  cars,  trucks  and  buses.  Other  significant 
contributors  are  industry,  utilities  and  residential 
sources. 

We're  taking  action  on  a  number  of  fronts  to  reduce 
smog- forming  emissions: 

•  Cars  and  heavy  vehicles  in  areas  with  high  smog 
levels  will  have  to  pass  a  clean  air  test  under  the  min- 
istry's Drive  Clean  program. 

•  A  broad  coalition  of  industries  and  groups  are 
working  together  under  Ontario's  Smog  Plan  to 
reduce  smog-causing  emissions  by  45  per  cent 
by  2015. 

•  We're  challenging  our  U.S.  neighbours  to  do  more 
to  cut  their  production  of  smog  pollutants. 

•  Gasoline  producers  are  required  to  make  less 
polluting  blends  of  gasoline  during  summer  months. 

•  We  have  a  new  mobile  Air  Monitoring  Bus  that 
will  be  able  to  monitor  smog-causing  pollutants  and 
assess  their  effects  anywhere  in  the  province. 

•  We  are  updating  our  air  quality  standards  and 
regulations  —  some  of  which  are  more  than  20  years 
old  —  to  make  them  better,  clearer  and  stronger. 

•  There's  a  new  tough  standard  for  mhalable 
particulates,  a  key  component  of  smog.  These  tiny 
particles  can  get  into  the  lungs  and  cause  respiratory 
problems. 

•  The  public,  and  young  people  in  particular,  are 
being  educated  through  initiatives  such  as  Partners  in 
Air  and  the  Smog  Rover. 
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Besides  fighting  smog,  Ontario  is  helping  Canada 
meet  its  international  commitment  to  reduce 
greenhouse  gases,  the  group  of  pollutants  — 
including  carbon  dioxide  and  methane  —  that 
can  cause  changes  in  the  global  climate. 

For  example,  when  fully  implemented,  Drive 
Clean  is  projected  to  reduce  carbon  dioxide 
emissions  by  900,000  tonnes  annually. 

The  government  has 
made  a  commitment 
to  reduce  greenhouse 
gas  emissions  from 
government  buildings 
and  vehicles  to  40 
per  cent  below  1990 
levels  by  the  year 
2000.  We  are  also 
building  strong  envi- 
ronmental protection 
measures  into  the  . 
design  of  a  compel 
tive  electricity  market 
for  Ontario.  These 
will  help  reduce  smog, 
acid  gas  and  green- 
house gas  emissions 
from  all  electricity 
generators  supplying 
power  to  Ontario. 
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Here  are  just  a  few  things  you  can  do  to  help 
clear  the  air  in  Ontario: 

®     Consider  alternatives  to  driving,  such  as 
walking,  cycling,  roller  blading  and  taking 
public  transit. 

®     On  smog  alert  days,  leave  your  car  at  home. 

^     If  you  must  drive,  keep  your  vehicle  pro- 
perly tuned.  Avoid  excessive  or  unneccessry 
idling.  Keep  your  tires  inflated.  Drive  at  moder- 
ate speeds  for  greater  fuel  efficiency. 

To  find  out  more:   Contact  the  Ministry  of 
the  Environments  Public  Information  Centre 
at  (416)  325-4000  or  1-800-565-4923 

The  ministry's  Web  site  —  www.ene.gov.on.ca 
—  is  another  source  of  information  on  how  to 
help  keep  Ontario's  air  cleaner.  We  all  have 
a  stake  in  it. 

Our  environment. 
Our  legacy. 


Ontario 


